 Basic Sermon Preparation

Worksheet #2

Outlining the Sermon for Delivery

SERMON INTRODUCTION (15%)

1. “Contemporary connection”.  A story, quote, question, etc., …

2. Modern Extension.  The same/similar point appears in all our lives when…

3. Biblical Analogy.  The same/similar point appears in a biblical situation…

4. State the subject question.

(…or you may also wish to state the Central Proposition (“Main Idea”) now as well.)
5. Preview the message’s main points (either number or content…)

6. Announce the text and read the passage.

SERMON BODY (75%)
I. Main Point #1:


restate it twice:



repeat it:

A. (text)

B. (meaning)

C. (picture to explain and/or apply)

D. (summarize, restate main point #1)

Transition:  Review main point #1:




State the relationship between main points #1 and #2:

II. State Main Point #2:




restate it twice:




repeat it:

A. (text)

B. (meaning)

C. (picture to explain and/or apply)

D. (summarize, restate main point #1)

Transition:  Review main point #2:




State the relationship between main points #1, #2, and #3:

III. State Main Point #3:




restate it twice:




repeat it:

A. (text)

B. (meaning)

C. (picture to explain and/or apply)

D. (summarize, restate main point #1)

Transition:  Review main point #3:




State the relationship between main points #1, #2, and #3:

SERMON CONCLUSION (10%)

1. Central Proposition
state it:

restate it:

repeat it:

2. “Closing Punch”: either…

a. a significant metaphor…

b. a contemporary situation (like the one with which you started)…

c. a well-worked challenge (quote, poem, question, etc.)

BASIC SERMON STRUCTURE

A “Normal” SERMON INTRODUCTION Developing Listener Interest:

1. Explore a contemporary scene which either:

a. Establishes the central proposition;

b. Raises the subject question; or,

c. Moves into the issue handled by the first point of the sermon.

2. Give the biblical background, context, and setting to show that the life issue you discussed at the beginning is like the situation in your passage.  (DO NOT give the chapter or verse of your text yet!)

3. Preview how the message will unfold for the listener (e.g. How many main points in the message) or even give the entire central proposing.

4. NOW announce the text and give time for the audience to locate it.  Tell the reader what to look for (see #1 (a) (b) (c) above).  Then read the passage in a clear, loud, expressive voice.

Things Which Keep the SERMON BODY “Clear” for the Listener:
1. Focus (state clearly) the subject question and/or central proposition and Preview sermon direction (main points) in the Introduction.

2. Restate and Repeat every major point, both when you first give it and before your move on to your next major point.

3. Use the Key Words from your introduction/central proposition in the main points of the sermon.

4. Develop Transitions skills between main points.

· review the points covered so far

· ask rhetorical questions to introduce new directions

· use “signposting” and enumeration of major points

5. Use Physical Movement to indicate major movements of thought.  (Remember to draw all maps, sequences, and perspectives from the viewpoint of the audience, NOT the speaker!)

Structuring the SERMON CONCLUSION for Listener Impact:

1. State, Restate, and then repeat the Central Proposition (possibly providing a review of the main points in its development).

2. Reorient the audience to the significance of the central proposition by:

(a) an illustration (possibly tying back to the introduction beginning);

(b) a current application of the central proposition;

(c) a well-worded challenge (quote, poem, question, etc.) reflecting the central proposition.
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